PRESS RELEASE

Refutation Statement on Article Published in WE News English (Dated July 28, 2025)
Regarding: “Trouble Brews for EU-Backed Rural Uplift Project in Pakistan’s Kyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)

Province”

Peshawar 29-07-2025: - The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Rural Economic Transformation Project (KP-RETP),
jointly funded by IFAD and the European Union, categorically refutes the misinformation and factual
inaccuracies presented in the Article published on July 28, 2025, by We News English

(wenewsenglish.com).

The article makes sweeping claims that the project has failed to deliver any training or financial support
in the past three years, which is factually incorrect and misleading. KP-RETP intends to clarify the

following key points for the record:

KP-RETP is a seven-year project launched in 2022. Like many large-scale development programs, the
initial period focused on foundational activities such as establishment of Project Management and
Regional Coordination Units, recruitment, conducting baseline, need assessments, procurement,
development of strategies and guiding manuals, synergies development with the relevant stakeholders

and onboarding of Agribusiness Mobilisation Partners (BMPs).

As of July 2025: Over 5,000 including women and youths have already received Vocational and
Technical Skills Trainings under Skill Development and Employment promotion in TVET, Emerging Skills,
Digital skills, Agribusiness and Hospitality sectors across various districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. More
than 100 institute based trainings have been conducted in partnership with UET Peshawar. A large-
scale Job market assessment has been completed to prioritize market demanded skills, that will further

ensure income generation and employment opportunities.

The assertion that the training duration was “cut down to just 45 hours” is a miscommunication. The
project delivers demand-driven training programs whose duration varies depending on content
complexity and the availability of trainees. These programs range from 45 contact hours (equivalent
to three credit hours per week) up to 15 weeks in duration. This flexible approach was developed in
light of ground realities and expert recommendations received during a curriculum validation
workshop. It has been formally endorsed by the Project Steering Committee (PSC) and is supported
through a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) among KP-TEVTA, UET Peshawar, and KP-RETP. Record

of these documents are available with PMU KP-RETP.



All the disbursement of the project are being made in compliance with IFAD guidelines and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa general financial regulations and advance payments, where required, are being made as
per the contractual obligations and relevant provisions of Memorandum of Agreements signed with

the partner organizations therefore the same can not be termed as financial mismanagement.

To date, the project has successfully mobilized and facilitated registration of over 100 Professional
Farmer Cooperative Organizations (PFCOs) under Cooperative Societies Act. Moreover, 129 PFCO
members have been trained on Social and Environmental Climate Action Plans (SECAP), gender, and

nutrition.

The allegation regarding staffing irregularities is entirely unfounded. All appointments under the

project have been made in line with the approved PC-1 and the Project Implementation Manual (PIM).

The project office located in the PDA Building was acquired following standard procedures. It houses
both the Project Management Unit (PMU) and the Regional Coordination Unit (RCU) for the Central
Cluster of KP-RETP. To facilitate frequent engagement with departments such as Planning &
Development, Finance, Accountant General Office, National Bank HQ, and State Bank, certain project
functions have been strategically relocated to the P&D Department. Additionally, the PDA office
continues to host project meetings, workshops, and training sessions. Therefore, the claim that the

PDA office being “underutilized” is baseless and inaccurate.

KP-RETP remains committed to transparency, accountability, and delivering on its mandate to
transform rural livelihoods in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. We welcome constructive journalism, but strongly
object to sensationalism and selective reporting that undermines ongoing progress and stakeholder

confidence.

We urge WE News English to issue a correction or clarification and to contact the Project Management

Unit (PMU) for verified information in future reporting.



